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RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE. 



The Jewish Encyclopedia. A Descriptive Record of the History, 
Religion, Literature, and Customs of the Jewish People 
from the Earliest Times to the Present Day. Prepared by 
more than four hundred scholars and specialists under the 
direction of the following editorial board: .... Isidore 
Singer, Projector and Managing Editor, assisted by Ameri- 
can and Foreign Boards of Consulting Editors. Vol. I : 
Aach-Apocalyptic Literature. New York and London : Funk 
& Wagnalls Co., 1901. Pp. xxxviii+685 + 35. $7- 

A famous Arabic lexicon rejoices in the title of " The Ocean." It 
would be only a slight exaggeration to say that the same title would 
befit the Jewish Encyclopedia, of which the first volume lies before me. 
The aim of the work is " to give, in systematized, comprehensive, and 
yet succinct form, a full and accurate account of the history and litera- 
ture, the social and intellectual life, of the Jewish people — of their 
ethical and religious views, their customs, rites, and traditions in all 
ages and in all lands. It also offers detailed biographical information 
concerning representatives of the Jewish race who have achieved dis- 
tinction in any of the works of life." The preface gives full particu- 
lars as to the ways in which this aim has been, so far as was humanly 
possible, carried out. There are three main divisions of the work, 
which have been subdivided into departments, each under the control 
of a special editor, and these divisions are: (1) "History, Biography, 
Sociology, and Folklore ; " (2) " Literature," including biblical, Hellen- 
istic, talmudic, rabbinic, mediaeval, and neo-Hebraic departments ; 
and (3) "Theology and Philosophy." A very ingenious plan has been 
adopted for meeting the difficulty arising from the conflict of old and 
new methods of treating the Bible. The more important biblical 
articles are treated under three heads, viz.: (a) "Biblical Data," giving, 
without comment or separation of "sources," the statements of the 
traditional text ; (3) " Rabbinical Literature," giving the interpretation 
placed upon biblical facts by the Talmud, Midrash, and later Jewish 
literature; (c) "Critical View," stating concisely the opinions held by 
the " higher criticism" as to the sources and the validity of the biblical 
statements. Occasionally a fourth head has been given, viz., " Phases 
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of Tradition" represented in the Koran and the traditions of Islam 
generally. 

On the editorial board we find Adler, Deutsch, Ginzberg, Gottheil, 
Jacobs. Jastrow (father and son), Kohler, de Sola Mendes, Singer, and 
Toy — the last mentioned well known as an equally fair-minded, criti- 
cal, and erudite Christian scholar ; and in the list of contributors to 
Vol. I are the names of the following American and German Christian 
scholars (among others) : Barton, Budde, Kent, Lyon, Lidzbarsky, 
W. Max Miiller, McCurdy, Peters, Price, Prince, Schurer, Torrey. 

The variety of the contents and the care taken not to go too deeply 
into purely critical matters make the book very interesting. Christian 
scholars will look chiefly at those parts which are specially Jewish, and 
among these at the contributions to history and theology. Among 
the noteworthy articles may be mentioned "Accents in Hebrew," 
"Acheron," " Aeshma," "Alexandria," "Alphabet," "Ahikar," "Alle- 
gorical Interpretation," "^Esop's Fables," "Akiba," "Al-Harizi," 
"Altar," "Altruism," " Amos," " Amulet," "Anathema," "Anthropo- 
morphism," "Anti-Semitism," "Apion," "Apocalypse," "Apocalyptic 
Literature." It stands to reason that some of the opinions stated will 
not commend themselves to all scholars. But in a book of this sort 
some decision of tone is necessary, and the position of each contributor 
is such as to entitle him to speak with some positiveness. Unfortu- 
nately, the study of Semitic antiquity is one in which mistakes are 
only too possible, and I not unfrequently find myself differing con- 
siderably from the writers, where difficult points of biblical lore are 
referred to. I cannot, for instance, believe that Solomon imported 
"apes," and that the Hebrew name kof is a loan-word from the Tamil 
kapi, or that the two "ariels" of Moab which Benaiah is said in the 
traditional text to have smitten were pillars with fire-pans on them, or 
that the unsuspicious attitude adopted toward the present text of 
Tobit in the articles "Aeshma" and "Ahikar" is justified. In other 
words, it is not possible in a semi-popular cyclopaedia to give any ade- 
quate idea of the present state of a constantly advancing study, and I 
am sure that the same remark applies to all branches of biblical 
research. That, however, is no argument against such an attempt as 
is here made to give a combined view of all the different departments 
of Jewish lore. I am myself most grateful for the articles which I am 
least able to control by personal research ; such an article, for instance, 
as "Ab, Ninth Day of," " Ahabah-Rabbah," and the numerous articles 
in which specimens of Jewish music are given. In the biblical articles 
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the rabbinic additions to biblical facts are, for the history of religious 
ideas and of folklore, sometimes very interesting ; see, e. g., "Aaron's 
Rod." Lovers of English literature will be grateful for the trib- 
ute rendered to Addison and to his little- known but not undis- 
tinguished father. The numerous illustrations add greatly to the 
value of the book. Here students of English history will be gratified 
with the view of "Aaron's house" at Lincoln. But much greater 
rareties than these will be found among the many views reproduced 
in this interesting volume. 

The effort made by the projector of this great work and his many 
coadjutors deserves to receive the encouragement of all who are inter- 
ested in that Jewish race to which religion and civilization are under 
such deep obligations. The plan has been well thought out, and the 
faults which academic students may seem to themselves to find in it 
are perhaps only proofs of the practical insight of the projector. 

T. K. Cheyne. 
Oxford, England. 



The Study of Religion. By Morris Jastrow, Jr. New York : 
Imported by Scribner, 1901. Pp. xiv-f-451. $1.50. 

This number of the " Contemporary Science " series is an excellent 
introduction to the science of comparative religion. It is in three 
parts: (1) "General Aspects of the Study of Religion;" (2) "Special 
Aspects;" and (3) "Practical Aspects." Part I includes "The His- 
tory and Character of the Study;" "The Classifications of Religions; " 
" The Character and Definitions of Religion ; " and " The Origin of 
Religion." Part II discusses "The Factors Involved in the Study;" 
"Religion and Ethics;" "Religion and Philosophy;" "Religion and 
Mythology;" "Religion and Psychology; " " Religion and History;" 
" Religion and Culture." Part III has to do with " The General Atti- 
tude of Mind Required; " " The Study of the Sources ; " " The Study in 
Colleges, Universities, and Seminaries, and Museums as an Aid to the 
Study." The whole concludes with an excellently " Selected Bibli- 
ography." 

It is the best book for the beginner. Professor Jastrow is at once 
master of his subject and conversant with the needs of the student. 
The book might well be taken as guide, and the independent student 
would need no other teacher. 

But the author by no means merely acts as guide to the beginner; 



